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Project VOYCE was founded in 2006, by youth for youth. We create a space for 

youth to explore identity, power, and privilege, while learning leadership and 

advocacy skills through a full action civics cycle. Since 2006, hundreds of youth have 

joined the program to create social change in their schools and communities. 

SUMMER 2018 
APPLICATION PACKET

PROJECT VOYCE

VOYCE ACADEMY 2018

LEADERSHIP AND ACTION CIVICS BOOTCAMP.
The VOYCE Academy brings together a diverse cohort of youth ages 14-25 for a 5- 

week action civics bootcamp. The Academy provides the space for youth to build 

community with one another, gain confidence, new perspectives, competencies, and a 

better sense of their own path as a leader. Program participants explore topics related 

to identity, power, and privilege, and learn skills such as civic leadership, participatory 

action research, community organizing/advocacy, and youth-adult partnerships. The 

program highlights the interdependence of critical consciousness and social action 

through an Action Civics cycle: program participants use the skills and tools they’ve 

learned about social change and apply them by developing a public policy 

presentation. All participants are competitively selected for this transformative 

program and receive a full scholarship for participation expenses and a participation 

stipend at the completion of the program. 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS
The VOYCE Academy lasts from June 2018-August 2018 and includes: 

Orientation - June 21st 

Mountain Retreat - June 25th-27th 

Change-Maker Modules, Monday-Friday (10am-3pm), July 9th-August 9th 

Guest Speakers 

Action Civics Cycle & Public Policy Proposal 

Youth Trainer Certification 

End-of-Program Presentation & Celebration @ Wake Up With VOYCE - August 10th 

APPLICATION DETAILS
Priority applications are due by 5pm on March 31, 2018. After March 31, applications 

will be accepted on a rolling basis until all spots are filled. You are HIGHLY 

encouraged to apply as soon as possible. 
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PARTICIPANT PROFILE & COMMITMMENTS
VOYCE Academy participants must meet the following requirements: 

Attendance at orientation, mountain retreat, 18/20 days of the change-maker 

modules, and Wake Up With VOYCE Breakfast (see Program Components section 

for important dates) 

Participate in full Action Civic cycle resulting in Public Policy Proposal 

Present Public Policy Proposal at end-of-program celebration (Wake Up With 

VOYCE) 

Not required but HIGHLY encouraged: Participate in 2018-2019 school-year 

programming. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

which includes a participation stipend at the completion of the program. This means 

that there is no cost for youth to participate in the program. Youth and families are 

encouraged to spread the word about the program to increase support, including 

inviting friends and family to the Wake Up With VOYCE Breakfast which serves as a 

fundraiser for the program. 

Additionally, youth who live and/or attend school in zip codes 80205, 80216, and 

80207 are encouraged to apply and will be given priority in the application process. 

Priority will also be given to youth who have participated in PV programming 

previously. This packet includes information on participant profile, application 

instructions, frequently asked questions, and participant testimonials. 

Age 14-25 

Enrolled in school or post-secondary education with a 2.0 GPA 

Live in Metro Denver (applicants living and/or attending school in zip codes 80205, 

80216, and 80207 will be given priority) 

Interest in connecting with peers and interest in developing leadership capacity 

Willingness to engage in dialogue about identity, power, and privilege, on topics 

such as race, class, and politics 

**90% of program spots are held for youth of color and youth eligible for free and 

reduced lunch 

If you are accepted into the program, you agree to the following to the best of your 

ability: 

Does is cost anything to participate in VOYCE Academy?
No! We offer full scholarships to cover the cost of $3,500 per participant, 
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Participants learn skills related to: 

TESTIMONIALS FROM ACADEMY PARTICIPANTS
"I have learned so many different things about different systems of oppressions and 

what they stem from, how to do proper research; I learned how to put the research 

into words and actions, how to communicate with people I agree and disagree with." 

"Coming into PV, I was aware but I did not have the platform and vocabulary to 

address the issues. I think now I feel obligated and willing to educate others with my 

knowledge." 

“I feel inspired because I feel like a lot of the times in school, you say you are going to 

make a change but a lot of the times you feel like you aren’t doing anything, but here 

you have the connections and the tools for every change you wanna make and 

everyone is supporting you and you feel uplifted in that sense.” 

“I feel like in school my voice isn’t valued. I feel like I don’t matter so I don’t talk. My 

participation is low because I feel like they don’t’ want to know my opinion. But I feel 

like at PV everyone wants to know what I’m thinking.” 

Yes! As long as it does not conflict with the Academy hours (Monday-Friday 10am- 

3pm). Please be aware that extra time may be required outside of program hours to 

complete research, proposal development, etc. 

A Project VOYCE Youth Trainer is a youth who completed the VOYCE Academy and 

successfully passed the certification test. The certification test will show you've gained 

the skills and knowledge needed to deliver trainings, presentations, and workshops to 

educators and community members to receive a monetary incentive above the 

Colorado minimum wage. 

Communication skills: conflict resolution, collaboration, relationship-building, public 

speaking, social-emotional intelligence. 

Civic Skills: Facilitation, root cause analysis, power analysis, self-awareness, identity 

development, critical thinking, sociopolitical awareness, social and community 

problem solving. 

Self-Efficacy Skills: goal-setting, self-reflection, decision-making, time management. 

Can I have a job while participating in the VOYCE Academy?

What skills will participants gain from the program? 

What is a Project VOYCE Youth Trainer? 


